Travellers in India

my ancestors." " Was it not Incumbent upon
my preceptor to make me acquainted with the
distinguishing features of every nation, of the
earth; its resources and strength; its mode of
warfare, its manners, religion, form of govern-
ment, and wherein its interests principally con-
sist; and by a regular course of historical reading
to render me familiar with the origin of states^
their progress and decline? Instead/5 said
Aurangzib, " you wasted the precious hours of
ray youth in the dry, unprofitable, and B ever-
ending task of learning words."*

It would be possible to ezpand the discussion
of Bernier? and of the information which his
book conveys, to considerable dimensions, did
space allow. He travelled widely in Northern
India, and, in addition accompanied Aurangzib
on his excursion to Cashmere; and so was emi-
nently qualified by his opportunities of obser-
vation, apart from the advantages of education
and training which he possessed over the major-
ity of European travellers in India, to form an
opinion on the strength and weakness of the
Mogul Empire. It is impossible to give, or even
refer to, a tithe of his information on this sub-
ject; his important evidence, for instance, on
the miserable state of the provinces, and on the
System, remarkably analogous to that which led

* Bernier, i, 175-179. Educational reformers may'find an^amuslng exer-
cise is reading the piece in the light of modern con
** the classical languages" for" Arabic " throughout.
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